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done. And it t ook a while for that program to get up so that
after thr ee yea rs act ually there was money left in there that
had been unused. So the fou rth yea r there was no mon ey
allocated to tobacco cessation. But there was enough money left
in the fund t o c ontinue funding it for at least some time.
Finally, last year the end came to the money available, and so
the Appropriations Committee came back to...with a General Fund
request for tobacco cessation money. And the Legislature
decided, with the exception of a transfer of some tobacco stamp
m oney, not to do that, because at least my view, that was in
effect instituting a brand-new program in a year where we are
obviously making serious and substantial cuts. N y concern about
this proposal is that this goes back at a...on a smaller scale,
to the original $7 million carve it off the top proposal. I
don't think that's a good idea, for two reasons. I think
it...unless I'm persuaded otherwise, Senator Jensen, that' s
going to jeopardise the allocation or the funding of the other
programs in perpetuity, as was envisioned. And at least that' s
the main reason. S o let me stop there, and I' ll ask y ou to
r espond to t h a t .

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator J ensen, would you r e spond?

SENATOR JENSEN: Yes . Than k y ou , Nr . Sp e aker. And Se nator
Raikes, I will. And I have the fiscal analysis that goes up to
2013. As of 2004, we will have an ending balance in the total
Health Care Cash Fund of $308 million. A nd as w e proceed o n
out, I' ll go out to...if we don't do anything else, if we get to
2008, we' ll have $482 million. We get to 2013, we' ll have
$684 million. Okay, I' ll go to the next page here, where it is,
if we took $3 million--and we' re not going t o $3 mi l l i o n , I
don't ha ve t he $ 2.5 million, which was...which is i n th e
bill--we w ould e nd the ba l ance...oh, let's go out 2008
again--$465 million; a nd at the end of 2013, we ha ve
$643 million...

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR JENSEN: ...in the fund, as opposed to $684 million, if
we do the carve-out of $3 million, not 2.5. So it would be less
than t h at . We have sufficient dollars in there to do this, and
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