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Luedtke, and some other people. A n d t han h e g ot around t o
Senator Chambers. He said, you know--and I got to tell you
this, because it's public, it was o n t h e air--he sa id,
Chambers...Senator Chambers is probably the most intelligent
individual I' ve ever met. He has the best grasp of this body of
a nybody I' ve ever seen around this place. And he went on
talking about Senator Chambers and some of the good things he' d
done, and a few of the bad things. But he sa id, you know,
Senator Chambers is not always right, but he never accepts it
when he's wrong. But I will say this--and this is Senator Terry
Carpenter talking — Senator Chambers has been along...around a
long time, and I will make a prediction: he will never change.
Thank you, Nr . P re s i d ent.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank y ou, Senator Vrtiska. Senator
R edfie l d .

SENATOR REDFIELD: Thank y ou, Nr. President, members of the
b ody. I rise not to address the amendment before us, but t o
respond to Senator Bourne and his guestions about the Affordable
Housing Trust and the funds that would be diverted to rental
assistance for those with a serious mental illness. There was a
bill introduced in the Health Committee. It was LB 931. You
can check your computer to look at that. It was a bill that was
advanced by the co mmittee unanimously. I t did have a public
hearing. I introduced it. And it is a part of the package of
the mental health reform. The Governor originally was asking
for $3.5 million a year, and h e ha s agreed to divert
$1.5 million to the General Fund that was his agreement with the
Appropriations Committee. So what you are seeing reflected in
the budget bill is actually a part of LB 1083 if we adopt t he
amendment for this rental assistance. So this has had a public
hearing, and it has been minimiaed from the original proposal.
I will tell you that there were those who did speak with me
before the hill s hearing, and were concerned about there heing
enough assets left in the Affordable Housing Trust. And we did
discuss whether in fa ct next ye ar we wo uld look at th e
documentary stamp tax, b ut that was not in the public hearing
and we declined to change that at t his time. Thank y ou,
Nr. P r e s ident.
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