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center kind of l ocation. Tho se people exist now, they will
continue to exist, and we will need that kind of care. I don' t
think pe ople dispute that. Community se rvices are
cost-effective and they are the appropriate level of services
for many people. I think we all agree on that. The sy stem
needs to be changed and examined seriously; examined seriously
and changed. We agree on that. Now, places where we di sagree
is whether or not you can c lose a reg ional center by the
Legislature or by the Governor, whether it's an ex ecutive or
legislative branch decision, whether there should be a date or
no date, whether there should be a study process. On the other
hand, hmm, the study process would do what for us, when in fact
we all agree the system probably needs to be changed, we do need
a broader array o f community services, we do ne ed t o ke ep a
regional center presence of so me kind in the state for those
clients who need them? I just want to say that i n fact we
should be able to find, with that much overlap in our positions,
areas of agreement. We should be able to find them. And we' re
not... I don't know whether we' re not working hard enough, or
whether we don't have the authority that permits us to find that
overlap, but w e s hould be able to. In the end, here's what I
want to do. I want to be able to use as few r egional center
beds as necessary, but the ones that are necessary. They' re
expensive, they' re costly, and the system is oftentimes a little
bit out of date in those areas, and it will be co stly to pu t
them back together or to put them in one location. But we need
to have those beds, and we need to know how many we n eed, and
they need to be well served by people in the healthcare field.
Secondly, we need a broader range of community services, and we
need a serious presence in Omaha that is not there now. We want
to make sure that we don't have a transition that leaves people
in the lurch. We need a steady, smooth transition. I want to
see that happen. And in the end, I think that we have more
buildings and more beds than we need, at the moment, and they
need to be consolidated in some efficient, effective way. With
respect to whether this is an executive or a legislative branch
decision, in fact, if you were to take a look at a political
science textbook, it would be an executive branch decision as to
how they arrayed those services. Textbook, this is an executive
branch decision. Politics, maybe it needs to be legislative. I
think that deadlines, if those deadlines move u s t owards
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