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So I want assurances, I want to know exactly where we are in the
process, before we close these facilities. Now it was also
explained to me out in the lobby, at least from their
perspective, that you can't just put all the services in place
and then close the facilities, that you've got...it's kind of a
balancing act, and you have to be able to maybe shut down some
services that are now provided at the regional centers, and
start up some other community services. I'm not sure exactly.
But it couldn't be a...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: ...a one-step process here and a one-step
process here. It had to be a balancing act. So my question
is--and I'm never going to get to all my questions--why do we
have to shut down both regional centers at once? Why couldn't
the plan call for a two-step process whereby you do start
working on those community services, you do start getting some
of them in place. Then you close down one of the regional
centers, then you free up some money to get some more community
services going, and then you close down the other regional
center. Maybe that's not a perfect plan, but I just want some
assurances that we're not doing the wrong thing by the people
who need those services the most. And past experiences haven't
always been very comforting. I'll turn on my light again,
Mr. Speaker, because I'm not going to get to the rest of my
questions.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Schimek. Senator Landis.
Is Senator Landis...you timed that just right, Senator. You may
speak.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Senator Cudaback, members of the
Legislature. I'd just like to take one moment to say, you know,
for an argument and a debate as lengthy as this is likely to be,
we ought to spend a moment thinking about the areas of agreement

that are relatively large in this field. One, that in fact
mental health has been somewhat overlooked and needs resources.
My guess is that everybody could agree to that. Number two,

that there is a need for residential care, there is a kind of
client who needs services that can only be given in a regional
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