
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLAFGRE
Transcriber's Office

XIaQQKJRRbXE

March 17 , 2 00 4 LB 1083

discharge. They ' re no longer in need of regional center-based
services. LB 1083 establishes a structure, it establishes a
process, and that process leads to a plan that will, in effect,
lead to a smooth transition of patients from regional
center-based services to alternative community-based services.
If the state fails to develop an effective plan, if we walk away
from this, which I think is where the people who have asked for
487 divisions of the guestion are going, we' re leaving ourself
wide open. Let's see, low-level nuclear waste, I think we gust
have been...had our brains beat out on that one, haven't we? A
hundred and fifty-one million; how much is it costing us every
day that we aren't dealing with that issue? Believe me, I think
you can look at LB 1083 as a risk management strategy in
addition to the f act that it's humane. It 's the thing that
we' re supposed to be doing. We' re losing track of the pe ople
here. I challenge my c olleagues who are looking at this so
parochially, go talk to my friends out here. Go talk to Nelia.
Go talk to Jimmy. Go talk to Susan. Go talk to all of those
people who have experienced life in the regional center. Go
talk to them and ask them their opinions on what we should be
doing. Look at the list. You all have the list of the people
in the state, the organisations in this state who don't think
we' re nuts to be looking at a plan. At last count, we had 84
organisations that were lined up in favor of LB 1083. Are they
all wrong? Sen ator Cunningham, we talked a bout c ompromise.
What is compromise? Compromise means that you both bring things
to the table. Th ere's give and take on both sides. I' ve seen
give on the part of the Health and Human Services Committee and
the advocates fo r LB 1 083.

SENATOR JANSSEN: One minute.

SENATOR BYARS: I'm waiting for the take, and I'm waiting for
the give on the other side. I very honestly thought that this
morning that we had agreement, that we had people who said, yes,
we' ve come back with a resolution, a way for this Legislature to
have oversight. And then all of a sudden it's told to me again
that that's not good enough and we want more. I stand strongly
in favor of LB 1083. I strong...stand strongly in favor of the
committee amendments. I think the job that has been done, the
planning process that's been a ccomplished, is absolutely the
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