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think the right thing is to do is put these place in a sett ing
where they can have the kind of assurance that their life will
be better, that they can get the help that they need, which even
though it may be attempt, .and certainly is attempt being made to
do it now, this is the way I th ink that we n eed t o go .
Nr. President, could I ask Senator Jensen a cpaestion?

SENATOR JANSSBN: Senator Jensen, will you respond?

S BNATOR JENSEN: Y e s .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Senator Jensen, in looking at all the material
that's been accumulated over the period of this process the last
several years, somehow I' ve lost sight of it. Can you tall me
how many states have a similar program that we'ra embarking on?

SENATOR JENSEN: Well, many states are..

SENATOR JANSSBN: One minute.

SENATOR JENSEN: ...in this transition, exactly where we a re
right now. There have been several states who have changed and
gone to community-based services. Fra nkly, some of them have
had problems. Others have done very, very well. A nd we want t o
alleviate those problems. We' ve looked at those and we think
that we have a plan that can move forward without leaving
anybody behind and provide more services.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Th ank you, Senator. You said exactly what I
wanted you to say and that is, sure, there can be problems, and
my desire, as you well know and I think everybody in this body
knows, we want to make sure before we embark on th is venture
that all the parts are in place. A n d I think you understand
that, I think tha Governor, I think everybody who's i nvo l v ed
with this understands the only way this can be dona and be done
successfully is have a plan for...thought out well and ahead, a
plan. so that we don't stumble into something and than find out
that there's so much opposition that is in fact true , t ha t we
will find ourselves in a situation nobody wants to be in. So I
appreciat e . . .
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