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all, I m ake a correlation that some people I'm sure have made.
Nany years ago, t he Beatrice Developmental Center was a huge
operation that had a number of youngsters and people of all ages
confined there. When they decided to make a change and put in
some community» based settings for some of those people, there
were lawsuits filed and there was a lot of discernment and a lot
of opposition and certainly a great deal of pain t hrough that
process. Any body that has watched that over the years and seen
the difference in what's happened to those people, from that
time to today, can understand why I would support this. We had
people in that institution who we re, wha t I consider,
pigeonholed. They were placed away. Ther e was not the
opportunity to become what I consider real people. W hen th ey
were moved into these community-based settings, many of those
people became real people again. And anybody that's visited any
of those community-based centers can understand what I'm talking
about. I saw young people who were in t here who were...you
could almost say were a aombie. There was around 2,200 people
in that institution. Today I think there are probably a couple
hundred that are th ere that there's no place else to put them
because of their conditions. But the people who got out o f
there all of a sudden became real people again. Why? B ecause
they had people to work with them who had an interest in them,
not that they didn't have in the setting that they were in, but
because there were so many of them. And so we' re talking about
two separate issues. I agree with economic development and the
fact that this is a hardship on...maybe on t hose communities
where these i nstitution will be moved from, but I go back to
what some of the speakers before me have said. T hi s is really
about people. It 's not about money. It's not about economic
development. It's only about people and the fact if we can do a
better job of managing these people and put th eir lives back
together through the hardships they' ve already endured, then I
think that's our responsibility as legislators of this state.
Again, I a dmire the people who have been in charge of this and
the headaches that they' ve endured and the hatred that's been
heaped on them b y certain people, but that's a part of the
process and we all become used to that if we get involved in
these kind of issues that are somewhat emotional, certainly, and
I understand that. But again, I want to do, as I'm sure many of
us on this floor want to do, and that's what's right, and I
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