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Combs, Tyson, Connealy, Burling, Jensen, Byars, Johnson and
others, so I ap preciate the time that all of them have spent.
And as I said, we' ve come • long ways; we just didn't get there.
So all we are asking, and Senator Schimek said it best, we want
legislative oversight before the final closure of the regional
centers. We wa n t the process to go o n. We wan t t he
community-based services to be up and running, but if they are
up and running like they' re supposed to be, there should be n o
problem with legislative...

SENATOR JANSSEN: One minute.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAN: ...oversight. One minute. You know, one
of the questions in all of the meetings that I' ve sat in, in the
months before this, is the acute and secure care patients, where
are they going to go? And everybody, they' ll pop off this place
or that place, but invariably in many, many of the i nstances,
nobody has ever asked those places if they actually will take
those patients. And so I'm very, very concerned where are those
patients going to go? I'm very concerned that we have services
up and running and sustainable, not only in Omaha and Lincoln,
but in outstate Nebraska. I also would tell you that I very
much believe that the city of Omaha should have more services
here. Sixty percent of the people that are i n the Norfolk
Regional Center are from Omaha, and those people should be...

SENATOR JANSSEN: T ime .

SENATOR CUNNINGHAN: ...served in Omaha. Thank you.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Cunningham. Sen ator
Beutler. Excuse me, Senator. I t is Senator Vrt i s k a ' s t ur n .
Excuse me.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Nr. President, members of the body.
I could also add some fine accolades to Senator Jensen and the
Health and Human Services Committee for the work they did, and I
think it's admirable and I certainly...I think we as legislators
should appreciate the hard work that they have done in order to
reach this point. I will tell you at the outset that I support
this concept and I support it for several reasons. First of
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