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something we do need to do. But in that interim, between then
and now, I have seen evidence of a tremendous amount of hard
work on behalf of all of us by the Health Committee, by the
Governor, by Health and Human Services, and so I'm tilting
towards accepting this proposal with maybe a caveat, which 1'll
get to in a minute. I'm, in other words, I'm feeling more
comfortable, but I'm not quite there yet. My bottom line is,
first of all, I think there need to be locked facilities,
facilities where people who are in...who are harmful to
themselves or others need to be housed. That's absolute
necessity, and I'm not sure in my own mind exactly what that
number is, but they need to be there.

SENATOR JANSSEN: One minute.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: And what would be ideal is if we could have
them geographically distributed so that they're not just in
Lincoln, just in Omaha, or even just in Norfolk and Hastings.
What about that entire western end of the state? That's a
concern. Affordability is a concern. How much is this really
going to cost us in the long run to do it right? And I'm afraid
I'm going to run out of time here so I'm going to punch my light
on again. But affordability is a big issue and we need to talk
a lot about that. The final thing, and this is probably the
thing that will push me over the edge, is legislative oversight
and approval, and I know that there are things that have been
put into the bill through amendments that are going to make the
oversight portion of it better. But what would make it, I
think, ...

SENATOR JANSSEN: Time.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: ...probably doable for me is a legislative
vote at the very end of the process. Thank you.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Schimek. Senator
Cunningham.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Thank you, Senator Janssen and members.
I'm going to be somewhat disorganized probably today. I have
spent all of my time working on the compromise and I was hoping
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