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that. I'm worried about the delivery system that's there and
the pressure that w e' re putting under it by this hill. Under
the talks that we put together and in discussion with Senator
Jensen and Senator Johnson and Senator Byars and others, and I
• ppreciate those talks over the last week or two, w e ta lked
about whether we c ould have another check and balance on the
system. There 4 a lot of "trust me" in t his bill. We ' re
trusting each other that the system is g oing to be up and
running, even though we' re putting a closure on facilities that
are working. And what some of us asked for, and most of it
would be people that are close to the providing of services now,
mostly in northeast Nebraska and around the Hastings area, were
asking for another check to make sure that the facilities are in
place, that the providing of service was up and going. We never
got to the f inish line and that's why we' re, at this point,
still guestioning the hill, still questioning whether we c an
trust that the system will be up and cunning, that the providing
of services that are be ing provided now wi ll be provided
someplace else in an adeguate fashion before we a bandon the
system. We' re trying to do...and I' ve said this in almost every
time that I' ve talked about this in public, that we' re trying to
do a l audable goal. We ' re trying to build capacity in places
where people need it. We' re trying to build a community-based
service. A nd we' re also trying to do it without any money, and
that's really, really tough to do. It takes closing one at the
same time you' re opening another one, and a lot of trust. We
are worried that, some of us that have been close to this
system, who have had constituents and family members and friends
being served by t his system, we' re worried that the system is
under too much pressure under this bill and so we' re going to be
discussing the bill and maybe even fighting to make some changes
or to stop the hill, because we' re worried that what's going on
right now i s g oing to be abandoned before we have a system up
and running that will replace it.

SENATOR JANSSEN PRESIDING

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Connealy. Senator Bourne.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you, Mr. President, members. I haven' t
received a lot of mail on this issue, so I'm somewhat uninformed

11606


