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the assured commitment that he w ould put s omething in our
statute, which I disagreed with, but he had every opportunity to
do it, that we would pay our football players. So we can talk
about all those things. B ut if the senior member is se rious
that he has concerns that he would like to discuss, I will be
here ready to discuss those with him. I will admit that there
are things that we could work through if the senior member is
willing to do that. However, it appears that we' re going to use
some time here to talk about a lot of other things. And again,
I would encourage the body to v ote against the motion to
recommit to committee, that we may have this discussion either
directly or off the floor to try and work through some of these
issues, that we as a state may move forward in the area of
Medicaid fraud and investigation of fr aud...or of patient
neglect and abuse, that we have a system that is modeled similar
to other states, that is accountable to those taxpayers who are
paying for the services through their tax dollars, both state
and federal, and in ensuring that the appropriate checks and
balances are in p lace to e nsure that those responsible with
investigation are doing it accordingly. Last time I looked at
the way that term limits happen, Senator Chambers is going to be
a member of the Legislature until 2000...well, it would be
December of 2008, and...assuming he gets reelected, obviously.
And then that would be the case for myself; and depending upon
who may be the Attorney General, that person may ch ange,
depending upon how an election there might happen. So it
appears to me that...or at least to my perspective, this is a
bigger issue. Gra nted, the local issues or the issues of the
day may taint some of the discussion. But I think as we move
forward, as far as the state, this is an appropriate step, and
we' re willing to work through those issues to ensure that t he
law of our state...

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: One minute.

SENATOR ERDNAN: ...recognises the complexity of this issue, and
recognixes the opportunity to remedy the situation and deter
those who would seek to fraud our system. A nd again, I would
rise in opposition to the m otion to recommit. Tha nk you,
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