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Office would investigate sesual abuse, assault, or different
areas, depending upon whether or not those would fall under the
area of the Nedicaid system. And there may be those cases out
there that would be brought before the Attorney General's Office
that would be prosecuted under the law and would give them the
authority to do that through the assistance of the Department of
Health and Human Services and the caseworkers who wo rk there,
and understanding what it is that the individuals have been
subject to, and making sure that those individuals who would
commit th ose crimes against those individuals are held
accountable. So it is far-reaching, Senator C hambers. I will
admit that. However, I do believe that there are some things in
here that would truly improve the opportunity for citizens in
this state to know that they are truly being taken care of. And
we can continue to do nothing and get in a situation where w e
have in other areas of human services, where huge problems have
become relevant due to tragedy. And so there is a balance here
that the Attorney General's Office would have to take. And if
members of the Legislature are not comfortable with the Attorney
General's Office, based on who occupies the position, I'm...I
recognise t h a t , . . .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: One minute.

SENATOR E RDNAN: ...based on the conversations that I' ve had.
However, I would prefer that we would confine the re marks to
this area and whether or no t we as a state believe that we
should have accountability for the billions of d ollars we' re
spending in Nedicaid. We can continue to do nothing and we can
continue to not know how much fraud is there and to ensure that
those dollars, that are being stretched thin at this time and
every time, are being allocated to those who truly need them and
are being allocated in a way that is fair for those who are
providing the services. We can do that, and we could do that as
a part of LB 10S4, or we can continue to do nothing and have a
waiver and have no real way to enforce whether or not
individuals who fraud the state of Nebraska in the area of
Medicaid are held accountable. I believe that's the choice.
And I w ould stand in o pposition to the motion to recommit.
Thank you.
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