
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK Oy THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

XLsQQLJ2KRIXK

Narch 16 , 2 00 4 LB 1084

the event that those actions are not done accordingly. I have
offered to work with Senator Chambers, both on the microphone
t oday, as well as previously on this issue, and have yet t o
receive any recommendations. And I recognise that s his
prerogative whether he would like to see the bill go forward or
not. B ut some of the guestions that do arise about how much we
have in fraud in the state of Nebraska is unknown. We don ' t
have the ability to say, well, this is what it is. We can look
at other states that specifically doesn't deal with this area,
but one of the areas that I have as an example was the state of
Plorida, which is obviously guite larger in po pulation than
ours, was losing Sl billion a year before the lawmakers in that
state began to crack down on fraud. And this comes out of the
National Conference of State Legislatures' publication that they
distributed to all members of this Legislature and throughout
the nation. And when we start looking at what we are asked as
lawmakers to do in the area of Nedicaid, is provide the services
that individuals in our st ate truly need, and to ensure that
those who are providing those services are getting them in an
appropriate time and at an appropriate cost. And that cost is
obviously being discussed. But as we allow individuals to u se
dollars that weren't intended for them, it takes away from those
who those dollars were truly intended for, which then also
impacts the ability of the state to reimburse those facilities
that are providing that care. And an example in that state was
there was a clinic that billed Nedicaid 425 million over a
year's time. And after they investigated, they found out that
there was no such clinic. Pretty obvious fraud. That was done
in coordination with the idea that they had a fraud control
unit. And from that, they took the next step to develop the
software and ne cessary tracking to ensure that the money is
being spent appropriately. I would be willing, as a member of
this Legislature, to sit down with Senator Chambers if he has
concerns, to work these out. I ha ve o ffered him that this
morning. I wil l offer him that again this afternoon. I do
believe, however, that it would be in the state's best interest
to move forward with provisions in LB 1084 that allow us the
opportunity to ensure that our Ne dicaid system is being
administered correctly in the eyes of those who are receiving
the services, to make sure that those individuals...and
ironically, there may be situations where the Attorney General' s
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