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We'll have a better idea of what those that are out there, and
they're, by and large, big and they're, by and large, in many
people's minds, going to be able to absorb these costs. Then
there's a better idea as to who is going to pay. But in the
process of getting there, you don't know who's going to have
those federal permits and who won't, I just think it's not
necessarily fair. And I'll admit it's a bias. It's not
necessarily fair for a producer that has no way of passing these
costs on, like every other thing in this...everyone in this list
has, and that is the ongoing constant struggle between
agriculture and the rest of the world, because the buck stops
with us, just like it stops with the consumer, whether
you're.. .if you buy gas, it's added on to the price of fuel at
the pump. One way or the other, it's in the margin. And so I'm
reluctant to go with this, not to say...and I'm not going to be
here in a couple years, so I guess I can't promise to
accommodate more of this. When we find out what the fee
structure will be, how many federal permits there's going to be,
then we can determine if there's...if it probably should go wup.
There is probably, instead of 100 percent, in many of our
inspection areas it's 50-50 in Department of Ag, and perhaps
that's a goal that would be more realistic down the road. But
once again, there's no way to pass these on when you're a price
taker, and wunless...until we figure out a way for agriculture
not to be a price taker, the buck is always...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...going to stop with those that pay. So
that's my contribution to this debate. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Senator Louden,
on the Beutler amendment.

SENATOR LOUDEN: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members of the
body. When I look at this bill here, I think that when you're
trying to regulate...this is an industry, the livesto k feeding
or feeding of animals of any kind in there, and it's a certain
type of an industry we have in Nebraska and it's one of the
larger ones that's...has a huge economic impact on the whole
state. And as we keep chiseling away, making them pay different
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