
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OP THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

XIaQQLJ?ElhXR

Narch 16 , 2 00 4 LB 916

application for construction approval or major modification to
submit a plan that contains, at a minimum, the information which
the department reguired to be included for a ll nutr i ent
management plans on January 1, 2004. So when we' re t h i nk i n g
that this is g oing to bring all the small operators under the
umbrella of having to submit all of this information, that's not
fully accurate. It' s, yes, those that have al ready polluted;
yes, those that have the potential to pollute. And I haven' t
heard anyone disagree with that in my discussions with the Parm
Bureau, with the Cattlemen. I didn't hear them say that's not
right. I didn't hear them say that we shouldn't do t hat . I n
fact, I heard the contrary. S o we' re not dealing with this
large mass of small operators with this substitute amendment.
And we are looking at those construction permits. So i f t he y ' re
applying for a construction permit, that' s, I think,• major
modification. They' re going to be constructing something , and
so they would keep t heir nutrient management plans updated.
Just a simple updating, it's not a large reguirement. I t ' s n ot
that complicated. And, as Senator Beutler says, he thinks the
onus of doing that should be on the d epartment, not on t he
individual operator; that NDEQ should take the responsibility
for making sure that happens. I 'm giving t he operator s t he
voluntary opportunity when they apply for a construction permit,
and it's just those small...all the rest of these have to do it
anyway, the larger operations. It's the small operations that,
if they meet those three criteria, would come under this. Just
the small operators, under those three areas: if they' ve already
discharged into the waters of the state, if they have the
potential to d ischarge into the waters of the state, and if
t hey . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR PREISTER: ...apply for a construction permit. S o I
just want to be clear. This doesn't pull all the small
operators automatically into having to submit an updating of a
nutrient management plan. And in terms of some of the comments
by Senator Stuthman, yes, there may be information on a nutrient
management plan that you may not want somebody to know, but I ' m
not changing that portion of it. The nutrient management plan,
where it has to be submitted, NDEQ already has, i t ' s a l r e ad y
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