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S ENATOR CUDABACK: Ti me .

SENATOR CHANBERS: I cars about those children.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time, Senator.

SENATOR CHANBERS: So it's up to Senator...oh, you said time?

SENATOR CUDABACK: I did, Senator .

SENATOR CHANBERS: T h ank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k you. (Visitors introduced. ) On with
discussion of AN2960, Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR: Th ank you, Nr. President and me mbers of th e
body. I )ust want to yo back with some history on why this bill
was introduced. And the bill, as originally introduced, was to
move the entrance of kindergarten back to August 1, and this was
after receiviny numerous, I would say tens and tens of letters
from teachers and also p rincipals who felt that we wanted to
look at the aye of ranye in kindergarten and attempt to n arrow
that yap. I hav e a letter from one of the teachers that I'd
like to share with you: The different level of abilities that
come into kinderyarten from )ust b asic life experience, the
ability level is further ap art when there ars youn y
kinderyartansrs. Th ere is such a difference in the development
of a seven-year-old as opposed to a four-year-old. And I like
this because she says kinderyartsners ara like corn. Corn w il l
mature and grow at its own rate. It will mature when i t i s
ready. You cannot force it to mature early. That is how I feel
about young kindsryartensrs in my room. Wall, after discussion
with a number of schools, we did make a compromise, and we moved
that date up to September l. We also lengthened, and this is a
local school policy, that school boards can admit children then
from September 1, who are...who will be five between September 1
and December 31. A nd there were three different areas i f a
child...a parent could briny an affidavit saying that if a child
is moving to another district, if they are coming from another
district, or if they have demonstrated capability through an
assessment. Also in this amendmant we are talking
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