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to see that there...if there's any potential noxious w e eds.
It's much cheaper to take care of noxious weeds before they
spread out over a large area and then cost a lot of money. I t
also authorizes the director to administer a competitive grant
program to assist in encouraging the projects to the r es t of
these noxious weed programs. This competitive grant program
was...is ingoing and outgoing. The c ounties could ap p ly t o
the...to the director for grants in order to help control some
potential noxious weeds or whatever the project might be . On
the other side of it, the grant program is set up so that they
can receive grants from federal...from the federal government,
from the Environmental Trust Fund, from Game and Parks, o r f r om
any other gifts that they can...that they seem. . .deem necessary.
We had a lot of support. The Environmental T rust Fu n d wa s
supportive. It felt li ke t hat was in line with what their
objectives are, from the Game and P"rks. The f ed e ral progr a m
states that the states have to have something set up so they can
receive these funds. I think they're anticipating maybe
$100 million to be disseminated out to the states, a nd we co u l d
be one of t hose that could participate in that O ne of t h e
weeds that is becoming a possibility of being an i nvasive w e ed
is the salt cedar, which goes along the rivers. It uses...it
uses a lot of water and spreads rapidly and it's hard to get at
them. They' re a lot of times at locations where they' re...where
they' re a l ittle hard to be controlled. So it would enable,
before it became designated as a noxious weed, to try to control
it when it' s...when it's much easier to control. I think that
basically is what the bill is. We do have committee amendments
that changes a couple things. And with that, I' ll close on this
and open on the committee amendments if you' ll.. .unless t her e ' s
any quest i ons.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T h ank you, Se nator K remer. Y ou' ve heard t h e
opening on LB 869, offered by the Ag Committee and presented by
Chairman of the committee, Senator Kremer. As st a t e d b y t he
Clerk, there are committee amendments. Senator Kr emer, you ' re
recognized to open on them.

SENATOR K R ENER : Thank you , Nr. President and members of the
body. There are basically two things in the amendments, and one
is it's just harmonizing sections that enable the money t o be
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