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carry a pregnancy to term. S o this amendment ought to be
adopted. Th ere are plenty of people on this floor who say they
support the death penalty. I have gone to the penitentiary on
two occasions when men were going to be killed by the state.
hnd based on the impact it was having on the guards and other
prison personnel, I be came convinced that it would be good if
the Governor, the httorney General, the Secretary of State, who
comprise the Board of Pa rdons, could also go through that
period. Now when a man named Nel Gibson put together a movie
showing the last hours of Christ as he envisioned them
occurring, there has been a lot of r eaction to t hat movie.
There is something about a person being ritualistically killed
by the state which is different from a person being run over by
a car, a p erson ) umping off a building, a person being shot.
People may not realise i t, but deep down inside of th em is
something that tells them when the state is going to kill a
person this is different from any other killing. It's different
from killing on the battlefield. It ' s dif ferent from
everything. So people are f a scinated by it. They are
awestruck. And if the one being killed is somebody they' ve been
taught is a person unworthy of d eath, then they view that
differently. But, br others and sisters, had I been a Roman
senator, there might not have been a death penalty and Jesus may
not have died. Put that in your pipe and smoke it. Since it is
impossible for me to rescue Jesus, I want to rescue Jesus'
brothers and sisters. hnd I' m r escuing Jesus when I do it
because you know what he said: If you do it for the le ast o f
these, my brethren, you' ve done it for me. So he happened to
have croaked before I came on the scene. But there are ot hers
who have not. hnd I feel that my effort to rescue people from
the blood-stained hand of the executioners is more worthy than
the action of those who profess religion, but insist on the
state killing people. Yes, I have the moral high ground on this
one. had as for the Governor threatening to ha ve a spe cial
session so that he can be sure that the state can kill somebody,
I stated it before but I don't know if people paid attention, I
will deal with everything he brings before the Legislature next
session. So he 's i n a position t.. go ahead and accept my
challenge and say, by God, Chambers is not going to tell me what
to do — special session--and he will hurt the political careers
of some of h is friends because he's g ot to call it during
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