
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

XLQSLREIhXE

Narch 8 , 20 04 LR 209

because he had his goal to do some work in his section of Omaha.
Nany of the ot her people on this floor helped take that money
out of the cigarette tax for their own particular purpose, and
one of those was the r iverfront project, another one was to
build a ditch through Lincoln, that they' re now doing, and
that's okay. Those same people didn't mind taking that out of
there. They weren't worriad...so much worried about education
at that time, taking money out of the fund that was supposed to
take care of some of the buildings the state has t o maintain.
It wasn't important at that time, but now it all of a sudden
becomes more important. So again, I'm not being critical. I' m
just merely stating the facts. When we transferred money out of
those kind of funds for a purpose that seemed to be worthwhile,
you know, it was okay. Nobody...I say nobody, a l ot of us
opposed it, but the majority won, and that's the way it should
be. But I guess it's a little bothersome that n ow the sa me
people who we re s o su pportive of that are criticising that
they' re trying to divert some money out of another fund, a nd s o
it's kind of...it's really kind of interesting to sit hack and
listen and watch. As I said, I k now w e a l l h ave our own
agendas, and we should have , b ecause t h a t ' s why we' re down hara .
But sometimes you get caught in your own trap, and I think
that's happening at this present time, because some of t he
people who were supportive of taking that money now are very
concerned about taking some money out of another fund to support
something that some of us also feel is important, and that's the
Nebraska State Fair and the continuance of it. So I'm not going
to spend a lot of time being a critic, except just to ex plain
the issue that I think is important. Also, I' ve been criticised
by some in t his body, and outside of this body, that I don' t
support gambling. I don't support the idea that we s hould
have...that we should, in f act, 1st the p eople vote on a
gambling bill. Some of tham say that I hav en't been fair
because I wouldn.t do that. Well, you know what? This is the
same issue. We' re only putting this on the ballot to decide i f
that's what the people want to do. So some of the people who
have been so critical o f my position should take a look at
themselves, because now they' re on the other side of the issue.
They don't want...some of those same people who want to put in
gambling don' t...and say we' re only putting on the ballot for
the people to have a chance to vote on it, now don't want to do
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