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amendment, we'rs going to continue to take it u p , and we' re
going to take up an issue for an institution in ths stats--and I
accept that--that we'rs going to say, that's the priority for an
infusion of money. No t because it's the most important thing
out there, but because they were willing to go through tha
legislative process to try to get us to do it. Now if everybody
came in and tried to divert the lottery money--and wa have...you
know, I g ive tham credit for cooking this idea up — we should
have, for every year coming forward, a group that's going to
want a piece of tha action. Now ws can do that legislatively.
We can do that legislatively. T h e problem is, if you start
doing that, if you move from education and environment, that was
a pact made at ths time with the people. So now we' re saying we
have to go back and ask tham if they want to spend the money on
the State Fair. And the State Fair should be coming through the
budget process, not trying to divert money from education and
environment, which we h ave had as the tradition in this area.
So now ws want to say to the people — and I think this is the
gravity of ths issue — put ths money in tha State Fair, and
that's a good idea, that's a good place to go with the money. I
don't know if it is. I don't know, and I haven't seen in t he
time I' ve been in the L egislature and the time I'vs been on
Appropriations Committee, any plan that said, if you p ut
42 million a year into ths State Fair forever, or as long as
there ars lottery funds to do that, that it will revitalixe the
State Fair. Now may be it will fix up soma buildings. Naybe
t here will be some more advertising. But I have not seen a
specific proposal saying S2 million is ths amount that's needed.
I'm not sure that's going to bs a fact. And I urge all of you
to go back and read your study that w as done fr om our own
Legislative Research Office. And it's one of these colorful
covers. But it's from December 2002. And I'm sure if you don' t
have it in your office, if you are elected since then, ws c an
get you a copy of it. That is when the...an outside study was
done, with some limitation on what they could talk about and
cover. It was determined by ths Program Evaluation Committee...

SENATOR ENGEL: One minute.

SENATOR T HONPSON: ...the parameters of t hat. Bu t we are
fighting a situation where it isn't necessarily going to ma ke
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