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Fair Board, that we couldn't make changes. We couldn't make
changes to look to the future what the fair should be for the
people who come there. Now personally, I never rode with a
drunk to get to the fair and came 700 miles, as Senator Cudaback
did. But I...if Senator Chambers would ask me, I've been
attending the State Fair for the last 40-plus years, regularly.
Why do I go there? Well I go there because hopefully I'll see
something new. Unfortunately, in the last few years you haven't
seen anything new. But I think with the dynamics we have in the
management that's taking over the fair, and with the board
members who now are...have come to the conclusion that some
things have to be changed, the fair can be 1like Iowa, it can
become a valuable part of this state. And the heritage is
there. The agriculture background that this state is based on
is there. And we have a right to be...we have a right for it to
be one of the premier parts of this state. And the only way we
can do that at this point is to provide some kind of funding to
move it off of dead center. I have a feeling--and I could be
wrong, and l've been wrong before--but common sense tells me
there's a real good possibility that once we get the
infrastructure developed to where it's going to be an attractive
place in Nebraska, that people will come to it. If I didn't
think that, I certainly wouldn't be supporting this. But I do
support what this body should do, and that's to move this thing
forward, provide some funding to enhance the grounds, enhance
the buildings, enhance...we have the people that are going...I'm
sure are going to enhance the kind of entertainment, the kind of
affairs that are carried on at the fair that are valuable to the
people of this state. So I stand as a strong supporter to do
that, because I have faith that it can happen. I have faith
because I...as we were talking about this, most of you know of
business that have had struggle and struggle, and either failed
and went out of business and somebody came along and picked it
up and it became successful. Why? Because management toock
care. We have now--and I don't mean to be negative to any of
the members of the Fair Board over the years, because I know
they had good intent. The problem was, they didn't have the
vision, in my opinion, didn't have the vision to make the things
happen that would keep the fair viable and bring the people to
the fair. And like I said, I think now with the kind of
leadership we're experiencing at the State Fair, that can
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