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Committee. I said, what are we paying the 5500,000 for? And
the answer was, it's for prise money for the contestants. So it
dawned on m e t hat the State Fair was not ev an providing
sufficient income to itself to provide for the priaes for th e
contestants at the State Fair. And then it...then I thought,
exactly what is the State Pair? And I'm not sure all of u s on
the floor here know what the State Pair is. But the State Fair
is a private organisation. It's not a state agency. And two
years ago, in 2002, I filed LB 961, which was to make it a state
agency, saying, if we' re going to be getting state money into
this, the state ought to have an involvement. The state does
not have an involvement, and it should have an involvement if we
were going to m ake that decision. But what happened was,
instead of ma king it a stat e agency, the hoard was
reconstructed. They had a board that had been commanders of the
Titanic for a pe riod of t ime, and they managed to lose the
Husker Harvest Days to Grand Island, they managed to lo se the
Lancaster Fair to the Lancaster Event Center. And part of the
problem was, it was partitioning out their potential customers
to come to the State Fair. So the numbers of admissions had
b een going down, and they were going down because there was no
reason to b e going to the State Pair. Some of the primary
reasons why people went to the fair had to do with the events of
the Husker Harvest Days, had to d o with the L ancaster Fair
event. But it was gust a diminishing opportunity for people.
Now I would describe the State Pair a s an event looking for a
purpose. And I think what's happened is now they' re trying to
say, o kay, what do we need to do to attract people to co me to
the State Fair? Well, I think the biggest thing the State Pair
has going for it right now is n ostalgia, and I do n't think
that's an adeguate amount of concern that we should have that we
should begin to amend our constitution to guarantee to the State
Pair a fund of money to operate. We don't even give that to the
Environmental Trust. We don 't give it t o the Educational
Innovation Fund, and we have direct control with those. These
are entities. But the other thing that bothered me when I was
hearing those...that money for the State Pair, I had just been
hearing, you know, this poverty thing that we needed to put some
more money in, and I'm sorry, we don't have any more money, this
event that we don't have any money for, things that really
affected people's lives, and here we were devoting cash money
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