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operations for the State Fair. That money would come after the
distribution to the compulsive gambling aspect of monies from
the lottery, and it would share with the current two recipients
of the fund, namely, education and natural resources or
environmental protection, the remaining proceeds from the state
lottery. The State Fair is held at State Fair Park. It's a
251 acre tract on North 17th Street here in Lincoln. It's
managed by the State Fair Board which is comprised of 13 board
members. That is a nonprofit organization. It is a 501(c)(5)
organization. It operates with an annual budget of $8 million.
It employs 75 year-round employees and 550 seasonal employees.
The State Fair currently draws its operations and budget
resources from four basic programming areas; the State Fair
itself, which is a 10-day event held at the end of August and
the first part of September, live horse racing at the State Fair
Park which constitutes 34 days of live horse racing and betting.
That's generally held from the middle of May to the middle of
July. A third profit center is simulcast horse racing which is
the televised horse races from other tracks from around the
country shown at the State Fair Park, and that's held 240 days,
nearly year-round. Finally, there are off-season events in
which the property is used on a rental basis by organizations of
the state to promote various garden shows, home shows, at one
point ice hockey, horse shows, all kinds of events in all of the
locations at the State Fair. It is a matter of public record
and the awareness of this body that in current years there has
been a leveling off, even a falling away of attendance at the
State Fair. It is also the case that the age and quality of the
facilities at the park are such that it no longer represents a
particularly strong, competitive possibility for the rentals
that are used in special event programming. Horse racing now
competes with more forms of gambling for a loyal clientele and
those resources have stabilized as well. The economic losses
and reversals that have occurred has made the State Fair's
future in doubt. Last year, each of the four programming areas
registered an accounting loss. In the case of the State Fair,
itself, it was $207,000. In the case of horse racing, it was
$209,000. In the case of simulcast horse racing, it was down
$132,000, and special events was down $174,000. The total loss
was $724,000 over the last three years...Il am sorry, last year,
rather, and the losses over the last three years are $2,358,000.
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