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important too. A lot of people was bringing up about the fees.
And I understand if this bill does not have no money to go with
it, it's going to be tough to even decide how overappropriated
some of these basins are, because they don't have the technology
and the work to do it . So we d o have to have some fees.
Whether we have as much as they want is something else. And I
think that maybe they can get by with less, and at least have a
jump start on it and decide what they' re going to do. But my
district just sits pretty well right over the Ogallala Aquifer,
where it starts up there. A nd I have a lo t of the streams
starting in my district and coming down this way. And like it' s
been said earlier, water runs east. And I can remember the last
two summers there was n o water in the Pl atte River above
Columbus. And still the big well fields for Lincoln here was
pumping at Ashland. And that water that was supplying thxa was
coming directly from the Sandhills. And so we got streams up
there that has flowed steady since I' ve been there. I' ve got
the South Loup River right by my place, and I don't think i t ' s
fluctuated over an inch or two ever since I' ve been there, last
40 years. Even in the dr ought two years a go it didn' t
fluctuate. So the spring waters are stable, and we' re real
fortunate to have this Ogallala Aquifer and all the springs we
have that are carrying off the excess water off the Banc:hills,
because at one time, I understood, it was a desert. And at the
time it got f illed up, it t akes all these streams running
24 hours a day just to carry off the excess. A nd I think we
should have had mo re dame built up the line years ago, but we
don' t, so we' re going to have to put up with what we got. And I
don't think we'd even be talking about this hill too much if we
hadn't had two or three years right in a row of a drought. And
I think that's really serious in our area. And if we don't get
a lot of rain above NcConaughy and get it soon, there's going to
be a l ot of people cut off. Even around the Hershey and where
my wife come, they say that there's not going to be n o w a t e r
coming down that ditch much, and she can't remember when that
ever happened before. A nd that's directly because of t he no
water in NcConaughy. And then we hear where Gerald Gentleman is
going to have to drill 40 wells just to cool the water to cool
the turbans, because the water that's coming out of NcConaughy
is too warm because it's too low. So there's a serious water
problem. But...and far as the fees to fund it, I thi nk t hat
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