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how are those farmers who can't pass on their costs, why are we
charging them more through the General Fund rather than having
the irrigators who benefit from the irrigation pay at least part
of it? Senator Vrtiska's farmers arguably shouldn't be paying
for this. They're paying for their competition to outcompete
them, in a way. In any event, the kind of fee that you...that
you could do would be like a $50...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...registration fee. How many of you know,
and I didn't realize, how much water one center-pivot pumps over
130 acres of land in one year with a foot and a half of water on
each acre? That's about what it takes to raise corn in most

areas where they're using it. Sixty-three hundred gallons?
Sixty three thousand gallons? Six hundred and thirty thousand
gallons? Six million three hundred thousand gallons?

Sixty-three million gallons? Sixty-three million gallons of
water--one center-pivot, one corn crop, one year. Fifty bucks
for all of that?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time.
SENATOR BEUTLER: Seems like a bargain to me.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Schrock.
This will be your third time, Senator.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Senator Beutler, that will fill your bathtub
pretty fast, won't it? Most of the wells that I'm familiar with
pump somewhere between 800 and 1,000 gallon a minute, just in
1 minute, and you run those 24 hours a day in the summertime,
7 days a week when it's hot and dry. 1It's a lot of water. We
are blessed. We're truly blessed in this state. Senator Bourne
referred to the fact that we could raise $10 million more money
from the NRD levy. 1[I passed out a map yesterday. Only the NRDs
that are actively involved in integrated water management plans
right now would assess that 1 cent, and I would tell you that
the Nemaha NRD probably are not going to put any levy out for
integrated water management plans. I doubt whether the Papio
NRD is going to do that either. Those are probably the two that

10614



