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Task Force report, which is the report that they put out and the
recommendations they put out, and I went directly back, because
I'm very interested in the financing side of it, t o see wh a t
they recommended as far as financing is concerned and to see if
this hill comports to the report with respect to the recommended
financing. And the first suggestion they made with regard t o
financing was that the financing be s plit up, to a certain
extent, between the state and the NRDs. And with respect to the
state financing, they advocated the creation of a Water Resource
Trust Fund, and they recommended that this Legislature levy a n
additional sales tax sufficient in amount to create a fund of
Sll.l million annually, and that that S ll.l million would be
used to support the implementation of the integrated surface
ground water management plans, as well as what they describe as
a wider spectrum of interrelated water management activities,
water funds, and other water management activities, including
$6.3 million that would go into the Resources Development Fund
and the Soil and Water Conservation Fund and th e Sma ll
Watersheds Flood Control Fund, all of which are receiving money
currently. So there would be some freeing up of funds, but
there would be an additional sales tax, enough to generate
$11 million in total funding. A nd then they would recommend
about 40 percent of that fund be placed in certain interrelated
water management needs. Then they would further recommend that
the NRD ground water management activities be exempted from the
budget lid, and the NRDs would also be a llowed to s upplement
their 4.5 percent property tax levy with an additional levy, and
that levy would be i mposed only in ground water management
areas. And then they recommended, further, that t he NRDs go
after further funding as in the Environmental Trust and with the
federal government. When t h e funds are broken down, it's a
little hard to tell how much of this will be new spending and
how much of it will b e o ld spending. And there are some
discrepancies in here about how much total funding is needed for
particular items. But it appears that nearly $5 million in this
account will be for research and for data and for planning and
implementation o f the different processes that are described in
this bill, and then they have 43.5 million that goes t o wha t
they call tools in overappropriated basins:...
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