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going on in here; the media does too. We' re dealing with t hat
right now. And I think, Senator Chambers, you can respond to
that if you'd like, but I have not seen anything to this point
that dictates to me , a t least from the EPA, that shows that
Debra NcDowell isn't as qualified as anybody else that we' ve put
on there. Ny point the other day is, when I was pu shing that
button 37 times, I depended on the Health and Human Services
Committee to do their job. I believe in the Natural Resources
Committee. I' ve been there for two years. I believe in Senator
Preister, I believe in Senator Hudkins, Senator Schrock, all of
what we' ve been trying to accomplish. We' ve been excoriated, I
feel like — and maybe I 'm just a little bit sensitive--for two
days, over something that could happen to anybody on this floor.
And it has happened to folks on this floor. It 's g oing to
happen again. The point is, let's go ahead and go forward with
this. I voted to reconsider her nomination. But g uess what7
If it comes hack up again, I'm voting yes. I'm going to confirm
her, and t hen we' re going to take our chances. We' re going to
roll the dice, if you will. And that's even before the gambling
bill comes up. This is frustrating, because I' ve only been here
two years, and I got, supposedly, duped. Who else feels like
they got duped? Naybe everybody. But it's not by the Governor.
It's by the m edia, it's by some of our friends, some of ou r
allies, the people that call in, in the morning and in the
afternoon and everything else, to complain about what we do.
Keep focused on the process, the broken process, if y ou w il l .
Debra NcDowell had served for, what, five months? Somebody help
me out with that. Served for five months before we even decided
to try to c onfirm her. That's the process that's messed up.
What we' re trying to do is fix a process I'm not s udra we hav e
any control over right now. That's all I have to say about
this. I don't know where to go with it, but the fact of th e
matter is we' re getting pounded for things that we don't have
much control over. And I don't know how to fix i t . Senat o r
Chambers, you might think you' re fixing it right now. I ' m not
sure you are. You' re just wasting time. Naybe I'm just wasting
time. Great. Let's keep wasting it, because maybe this i s an
important enough issue that we can continue on and come to some
type of conclusion. Somebody with some institutional knowledge,
help us out with that. Thank you, Nr. President.
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