TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
February 19, 2004 LR 14

we want, Lancaster, Douglas, you name it--1 think that there are
certain inherent benefits that that particular area gets. In
reading the World-Herald this morning, there are people that
think that there are no inherent benefits. But I think that's
somewhat in dispute. I think f£filling hotels, restaurants,
shopping centers, et cetera, all are benefits. If indeed that
is the case, then that is the benefit to that surrounding area
to that casino. If they get this benefit, then I really think
that the state's share of the revenue that is generated from
this casino operation should be spread as equitably as we can in
the other counties. I1'd yield the rest of my time to Senator
Smith to comment on my last statement.

SPEAKER BROMM: You have one minute, Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Senator Johnson. If I heard those
correctly...your remarks correctly, I share your concern, and
certainly the distribution of what revenues there might be,
because the cost will be incurred across the state of expanded
gambling. When you talk about filling up hotels and so forth,
I'm glad you bring that up. And I'll try to address this in the
few seconds remaining. But I think we need to look at the
differences. And when we talk about an economy within a
gambling area, that's very relevant, because whether we have one
casino or thousands across Nebraska, we're talking about a

limited economy. I mean, Omaha is doing a great job with
developing themselves, but they're no Las Vegas, with or without
a casino. And to 1look at destination gambling such as

Las Vegas, where they bring 1:n dollars from outside their
economy instead of cannibalizing their own economy, that to me
is a...

SPEAKER BROMM: Time.

SENATOR SMITH: ...much different scenario. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Smith and Johnson. (Visitors
introduced.) Senator Tyson.

SENATOR TYSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body. I
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