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Now, that lady was a responsible gambler. Ce rtainly there are
people who aren't responsible gamblers. But do you think that
they aren't doing that now? We have an opportunity here, folks,
today, or the rest of this week, to allow the constituents of
this state to see if they want to vote for expanded gambling.
And I think the Legislature should not put into the constitution
something that is going to bind...

SPEAKER BRONN: T i me .

SENATOR JANSSEN: ...every future legislator in years to come.

SPEAKER BRONN: T hank you, Senator Ja nssen. Sen a tor Jo hnson.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Nr. Speaker, members of the Chamber, when my
colleague here, Senator Schimek, and Senator Janssen arose, they
said something like this: Simply not going to get a consensus on
one. Wel l, maybe we ought to try. A nd we aren't getting a
consensus on all of these others. I don't think there's anybody
in the Chamber...maybe the one consensus we do have is that we
don't like what is being proposed in the initiatives. I think
everybody in the Chamber will agree, these are bad ideas. I 'm
certainly not a gambling proponent. The ...I don't gamble,
except maybe on an office pool, is about my concept of gambling.
But there's a couple of things that we need also to think about.
And I mentioned that in the past once, and that's this, and
again, use your choice of words, that the racetracks did--that
is past tense--and certainly the racetracks, Ak-Sar-Ben and many
others, did a great service to the youth in this state,
particularly 4-H and ot her activities, and th ey' re to b e
complimented for that. But the fact of the matter is, is that
our rac etracks have gone s teadily downhill, for w hatever
reasons, over the last several decades. I don't think that it
should be this Legislature's responsibility, with all of the
difficulties that we have now, not only $200 million shortfall,
but perhaps another $150 million on top of that. Racetracks
should not be the top o f ou r p riority for re suscitation.
They' re on life-support now. Naybe it's time to pull the plug,
if that is where they' re at. One of the things tha t I th ink
that we do need to consider, though, and that's th s. If we do
have a casino, one casino--and let's put it in any county that
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