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capable of transacting business, I propose to sign and do si gn
LR 232. The next speaker on this amendment is Senator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Yes, t hank you, Nr. President and members.
Senator Chambers, I would like to continue the discussion with
you just a bit, if I might. And as I'm thinking about what you
said, it seems to me as if the reverse almost might be tr ue,
because now you h ave fe wer persons serving in the...in the
regular military who will be coming out who might want to join
the National Guard. I mean, we don't have the draft anymore, we
don't have the nu mbers of active duty service people that we
u sed to have, and so it almost seems as i f it would be t he
reverse. And if it' s...if it's worked well up to now then maybe
it doesn't need to be changed, and I would...I would ask that,
you know, if you have any thoughts on that, you would respond.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Yes , I will respond. What you say is a
possibility, but there will always be people returning from
wars. Some will enter the National Guard or the Army Reserves
perhaps. What might stop them is the fact that the Guard and
the reserves are now viewed almost as adjuncts to combat units.
People who did not anticipate going into combat are going. They
are not adequately trained for that. They are not adequately
equipped. And the Guard and the reserves have positions of the
kind that a person can b e trained in and then take it into
civilian life. That's why a lot of these kind of people who are
being drawn from the reserves and the Guard are be ing d rawn,
because in the regular military these positions are not filled
to that extent. So when you draw i n pe ople who had no
anticipation that they would face combat, you change the nature
of the Guard and the reserves. And pe ople who were joining
because it was going to be some extra money, an opportunity to
learn something that could enhance employment opportunities in
private life, are now f acing the real likelihood, not just
possibility, of being called into combat and facing an ea rly
death. The Guard and the reserves have become so strained now
and thousands, tens of thousands more are co ntemplated by
Rumsfeld of be ing c alled up ev en a s we speak. P eo ple who
formerly went into the Guard are not going to join. Alth ough
they' re trying to keep a br ave face when they talk about
recruitment, the recruitment of people into the Guard and the
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