TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE
February 12, 2004 LB 227

people to put children in a dangerous set of circumstances and
not be held accountable under a law that is being drafted to
deal with that very issue. They can talk all they want to about
careless driving, reckless driving and so forth. This is a
specific item that can be cut out from the general run of how
vehicles are operated, because it deals not with the rate of
speed, not with the manner of operation, but with the location
of people who are below a certain age on or in that vehicle. My
rural colleagues are not that dumb. They know what this bill is
about. And when they make those long stretches and reaches and
pretend not to know, that irritates me greatly. Now, if they
were that dumb, it would be different. If they don't know any
more than that, you cannot hold them accountable for more. But
they know better because they express more sense than that when
they're talking about a bill they want. In the Ag Committee
yesterday, Senator Kremer sounded like a person trained in the
law, so I'm not going to let him dummy-up today and get away

with it. I've heard Senator Schrock defend bills that he
wanted, that would help his constituents, and I'm not going to
let him get away with it. And I've heard several of my

colleagues defend these ethanol ripoffs, so I'm not going to let
them get away with it. So you all love ethanol, some of you all
love unborn children, but you all suddenly don't understand what
it means to protect children, and suddenly that is a bad thing.
A senator asked me what would be the difference between what I
said would be my approach toward rural bills, what would be the
difference between that and what I'm doing right now with the
session, and I called his attention to the fact that numerous
bills have moved on and numbers of them have not received any or
much comment from me. So I have not dealt with every bill in
the way that I could. And bills that I have dealt with, I have
offered amendments, and when the amendments were adopted or as
much had been done to the bill as could be done, I left it
alone. So people need to pay closer attention and they will
pick up nuances which are not that difficult to pick up. I
support the amendment that Senator Beutler is offering. I will
support Senator Aguilar's bill. And I don't know what my rural
colleagues are going to do. They, half the time, can't even get
together and agree among themselves on something that affects
their area. But it seems like they can coalesce and agree that
the children ought not be protected. They can do that. I think
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