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rolls out. And I know that the department and the people
involved are very sincere in their effort to make this work and
make it work well, and that if there are problems and they need
legislative remedy, I think I can speak for them and say that
they will be the first to come forward, because the integrity of
these systems is extremely important to the confidence that
people have in making those decisions, and for the professionals
who work with the families. 1It's a huge decision. I don't know
if any of you have been in the situation where you've had to
make decisions about people who are dying or near death. And
when you know ahead of time what their wishes are, it makes all
the difference. I've had to make that decision twice, and not
ever been able to get the...not on organ donation, but on
whether to code and no-code. Those decisions are better made by

the individual and shared with family members. And those are
tough, tough decisions to make, whether you decide to let a
person go or to try to put other medical remedies in place. In

these situations, the person is going to die anyway, and it's a
question of whether to donate those organs to someone else.
Those are hard, hard decisions to make in a short time frame,
under a lot of stress from...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: ...Jjust having this situation come before
them. But it's an opportunity for us as a state to move forward
and be better able to help those families make all those
decisions, and the person themselves make that decision for
their families. And this is a very important part. And I thank
Senator Schrock for bringing the bill last time, that set this
in motion last year, and Senator Bourne for prioritizing the
dollar donation bill that I introduced a few years ago. So this
is just another piece that will help make this state in a better
situation to help people with those decisions. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Thompson. Further
discussion on AM2564. Senator Engel.

SENATOR ENGEL: Mr. President, members of the body, I certainly

support the amendment and the bill. I think this is very, very
important. 1I've been signed up as a donor many, many years ago.
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