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ongoing basis, the second year out and thereafter, there w ou ld
b e an exp ense of abo u t S33,000 a year out of General Funds.
Now, ordinarily, the first 20 years I was in the Legislature, a
S33,000 ongoing expense for a bill that had the kind of benefits
that this bill has, nobody would have blinked an aye at it. In
today's world , w e l oo k at everything. Senator Wehrbein is
causing us to look at everything, as hs should. But part of the
reason that we have to look at everything is because we do have
in place in our statutes a large number of ta x exemptions , a
large number of 'business incentive programs. And tha business
incentive programs take tens of millions of dollars out of ou r
revenues. It ' s not the only thing that is siphoning off our
revenues. As we'vs discussed several times before, Internet
sales, cat alog sales ars drai ning our r even ues i n
ever-increasing amounts, because we h ave not successfully
determined how to fend off and how to tax those particular lines
of r evenue.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sut I wanted to talk a little bit about the
business tax incentives in LB 775, because that subject will bs
coming up for d iscussion this week. And I wanted to 1st you
know that last summer and fall I asked Steve Noo re i n our
Research Division, a person who has a lot of background working
with numbers, to take a look at L B 775 as it compared to
business incentive programs, ths large-scale , br o ad business
incentive programs that other states have i n pl ac e, and i n
particular our surrounding states have in place. And when I
asked him to do it , I asked him not t o do it with any
perspective. That is , I wasn't seeking to determine that our
incentives were too great or that they were.

. .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR SEUTLER: ...too small.

SENATOR CUDASACK: Sut you may continue, Senator Ssutler. Your
light is next.

SENATOR SEUTLER: So Steve worked very hard on this project in
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