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Senator Stuhr, your light is next.

SENATOR STUHR: Okay. Thank you. I do just...I do appreciate
the discussion that we have had, because I do think that much of
this discussion talks about whether artists are reputable or
not. And this has seemed to be a problem. I1've certainly
received a lot of mail and phone calls, many people who take
advantage of our youth when it comes to tattooing and piercing
and branding. And I know that there are many reputable artists,
but unfortunately, there are many that are not reputable out in
our communities. So our research indicates that there are
probably about 40 body art businesses in Nebraska. And again,
I...the reason 1 introduced this bill is being concerned about
the sanitary conditions, knowing and wanting these people to
have clean facilities, sanitary facilities. And about the only
way that we can make sure that this is done is through a
licensing and regulation of the practitioners and also the
facility. So I'd certainly be happy to answer any other
guestions. Thank you.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Stuhr, it happens by chance that, as I
was indicating to Senator Jensen earlier, that I just finished
reading a book about the voyages of Captain Cook, who, at about
the time of the American Revolution, was scanning the Pacific
Ocean for new islands and new lands to claim for the British
Empire. And as his sailors came into contact with they
Polynesian people, they learned the word "tattoo," which is from
the Pacific area. And the peoples of Polynesia were very much
culturally into tattooing. They tattooed all parts of their
bodies, huge tattoos everywhere, and a very sophisticated art
was a part of that culture. But I mention that because I just
want to feel comfortable that we're separating what's medically
appropriate...what's appropriate for medical reasons from our
ideas of fashion or our ideas of aesthetics. And I very much
appreciate the fact that parental consent should be acquired
before a child does something as permanent as a tattoo. And on
page 27, I was just looking at some of the requirements. You
need to have the written and notarized consent of the parent or
court-appointed guardian. I assume it has to be notarized
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