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they are using me for something that I don't really agree with
anyway. But as I've tried to listen and to evaluate what's
going on, and I've had an opportunity to speak to many people,
and it was interesting. I was in the Capitol one day when some
people were in here from Louisiana. They were from Lake
Charles, Louisiana. We were playing McNeese State in football.
And I mentioned that I'd been in Lake Charles and how I thought
it was a beautiful city and they have a big bridge there that
goes over the bay. And I said how beautiful it was, and they
said, well, it's not anymore because it's all gambling along
there and it's just ruined the whole area. They said it was
supposed to do so much for schools and education, and it hasn't
done that. And I hear where Iowa is in just as much trouble
with education and funds as we are in Nebraska. So it has not
helped that much. Many of the supporters are the Las Vegas or
Louisiana casinos that drain money out of the state. We're
always worried about money going out of the state. Much of that
would go out of the state. One thing I keep hearing about is
people are so adamant to make sure that we do get some money
into the compulsive gambling fund. And I think it's kind of
like if you...why don't we give a loaded gun to our kids and say
it's okay as long as we have an ambulance sitting beside that we
can take care of tha.. But because it is a problem, and to say
that there is not going to be any more compulsive gamblers seems
kind of ridiculous. Because if we don't entice more people to
gamble with eight more casinos, they're all going to go broke.
So there has to be a lot more people gambling. We talk about
the money that goes to Iowa, to the riverboat gambling there,
and if we could take part of that back, say, we would even...we
like to compare that we would have just as much as they do. But
then if we do, we have to have a lot more people gambling or
else we're just cutting in half for both. So I don't think
that's legitimate. Somebody just this morning talked to me that
they had gone down through Missouri in some area, and I don't
even know where it was; said that there's a whole stretch in
there that all it is, is casinos and adult book stores, and said
it's really a blighted area just because of all that. I have
had, since we had this discussion the last year, several people,
friends of mine, that said have had family members that have
really got caught up in the compulsive gambling. One is a
brother who lives in Michigan; lost his family and everything
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