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the Constitution of the State of Nebraska. These definitions
and this verbiage and all of this language makes the sportsmen's
constitutional amendment look like a really good deal. Senator
Schrock should bring that back to us here while we're dealing
with this one, so he can have a favorable comparison for his.
In any event, what are games of chance? Games of chance means
any games which have the elements of chance, prize or wager,
including any wage to a slot machine, table game, counter game
or card game. The only thing that's excluded is it shall not
include any game the operation of which at a casino is
prohibited by the laws of the United States. Well, there aren't
many like that, so that's not a very serious limitation. So
basically, obviously, it includes slot machines, and I suppose
that that's the big item for most of us, that there are these
slot machines at which it's very easy to lose money rapidly, and
that these are being authorized. And going back to the original
phrase of the proposition, it says a community may authorize the
operation of games of chance only at permitted locations. Well,
that seems to sound very good at first because it's only at
permitted locations. So we're probably looking at some very
limited group of locations, right? Well, again, they do have a
definition of permitted locations, and it's a four-part
definition that takes half a page and it says, permitted
locations are as follows: Regarding a casino,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...well, now they've added casinos. So,
before we can get into this definition of a permitted location
and understand it, we need to know what a casino is under the
definition of this amendment. Let me give you that definition
and then we can speculate on it soon. Casino means a hotel in
this state which has no less than 500 hotel rooms. I guess we
don't like the small businessperson anymore, right? We're going
to...if you are going to have a casino, you got to be big. I
guess you can have slot machines in a small place, but if it's a
casino, it's got to be a hotel; can't even be a big business
that's just a gambling business. It has to be a hotel.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time. Thank you, Senator Stuthman and
Senator Beutler. Senator Schimek, followed by Senator Janssen
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