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1st'e give tham a chance. Lst them vote on it, 1st them pick.
And if they happen to choose casino gambling, let's give them a
well-crafted constitutional amendment that makes sense. With
that, I w ill re turn the rest of my time to the Chair. Thank
you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Nines. Senator Baker, on
the Smith amendmsnt.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members. I have
not spoken on t his issue, I know, this session, and I think I
may have spoke last year on it. But I'm not a pr oponent of
gambling, expanded gambling. I just...l don't support it, but I
think we owe it to our citieens to put a decent proposal out in
front of tham. I agree with Senator Nines totally. If we don' t
do this, the people out there opposing this constitutional
amendment batter bs careful; they may get what they want. If we
don't put a decent proposal on ths ballot, then ws'rs going to
have to live with all these other things out there that I don' t
like at all. And I' ll tell you right now, I'm going to try and
c onvince my people in my district not to vote f or exp anded
gambling. But I think w e ow s it to them to put a decent
proposal out there. And people have said, what would it take to
get me on board? I said, a simple thing that doesn't clutter up
the constitution with a whole bunch of words, w e h av e co n t r o l
over it, and finally that's what we have in front of us. So I
look at past experience of what's happened to th is body a nd
inaction when they did not provide tha leadership to tha state.
We have Initiative 300 out there, and most of us in the body now
were not here than, but we did not provide the leadership we
needed. Th ere was a crying need to do something out there when
ws did nothing. What did we and up with? W a ended up with
I-300 out there that's just a mess, a disaster. Can we change
it? Sure we can change i t. Ws have to propose another
constitutional amendment and convince ths people to do it. So
the other issue out there ie term limits. W s did nothing to
address people's concerns, citieens' concerns on term limits,
and look what happened. We got it in the constitution, and now
ws can't do anything with it but provide another constitutional
amendment. And I don't want to get into that situation a thi rd
time. The public out there in my district said, we want to vote
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