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ballot is being done by s pecial interest groups who wil l
certainly tailor the matter that's put on the ballot to their
best interests, which I would expect them to do. If they' re
going to spend a half a million dollars or $250 million...or
$250,000 to get something on the ballot, they' re going to tailor
it to the interests of those people who donate or contribute the
$250,000 or the $500,000 to get it on the ballot. Now a lot of
people don't trust the result of that kind of a question and the
way that that's being presented. We are 49 ele cted
representatives who don't have...in my view, we aren't tied to
any one of those s pecial interests. C er tainly we hear from
people who are involved in keno or horse racing or people in our
local communities who are involved and support the l ocal ken o
operation or the benefits of the lottery and that kind of thing,
but we ar e elected representatives to represent all the people
and this, if we' re ever going to have this kind of thing in the
state, it ought to b e regulated, controlled, defined by this
body. If you give that up and say, well, there's a process out
there, let them do a petition, we are...we are...we are ignoring
our elected responsibility. There's enough interest in this
state for the question to get on the ballot. It ought to get on
the ballot and it ought to be on the ballot in such a w ay t h a t
it's sensible, it's controllable by this body. And then we' re
accountable for the legislation we pass, and we can change it if
we make a mistake. And the only...the only thing that makes any
sense at all for not supporting something this sensible i s i f
you just simply don't want to give the people a chance to vote
on any issue related to casino gambling. If you don't want that
to happen, you can vote against this. But bear in mind that
$500,000 or $750,000 will put something on the ballot, probably,
and then you' re going to h ave to live with it,and you' re
probably not going to have a whole lot of control w hen t h a t
happens. So I think we' re being very shortsighted if we oppose
something like this, even if we' re opposed to the proposition of
more gambling. The people will speak on that. Thi s e l ec t ed
body will regulate that if we do it the right way. And I
think... I think...I have confidence in this body. I don't think
that any casino is going to elect enough people to this body to
influence the outcome in the decisions that we make. I f i t
does, then there's something a whole lot more wrong than.
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