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that's their right. I think there have been individuals that
have chastised what's been put in there, and maybe rightfully
so. But again, that is the way that our process is set up. But
let's be clear about something. Just because there's a petition
on the ballot doesn't mean individuals are going to vote for it.
They' re not necessarily inclined to vote for it automatically,
as been told us today on the floor, and the reason that we' re
told the petition is out there is because of our inability to
act. As I read the individuals that are supportive of it, and
the reason why they want the petition to pass is because of our
actions. The ci ties that are pushing the petition would get
revenue, and the reason why they claim they need the revenue is
because of the decisions made by this Legislature to cut their
state aid, so they want more money. And the guise they' re using
is, well, you know what, it will lower your property taxes. No,
it won' t. That's what they said in I owa and t ha t ' s not
happening either. So, in fairness to the discussion here, I
think the petition is an interesting dynamic that we get to deal
with, as lawmakers in the state of Nebraska, in regards to how
we respond. I think you can point to a number of areas where we
failed to respond and, b ecause of that, we p r obabl y got
something we didn't want. But that's the reality of the process
that we operate under. Whether or not we decide as a b od y t o
put out LR 14CA is i mmaterial, probably, to the petition.
Senator Cunningham also mentioned the other petition that's out
there, and you can appeal it all you want and find a judge or
court that may rule that way, but I believe that the existing
ruling that we have is a pretty sound one. There is more th a n
one issue in that petition. And the reason why I would say that
that's probably a pretty sound one is because we now have three
petitions filed that were in r esponse because it was from a
similar group of pe ople. So let's be c lear about the
discussion. You' re being asked whether or not you should allow
casinos all over the state of Nebraska, if you vote for AN2401,
in addition to casinos on the Indian reservations, in addition
to the fact that you could also authorize the Legislature then
to control other forms of gambling related to c asinos by
statutory authority. Now, you can get 30 votes to put a bi l l
on...or pu t a constitutional a mendment on the ballot. That
doesn't mean people are going to vote for it. And you could put
something out that people might vote for, but that doesn't mean
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