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issues and statute regarding those rights. I do think that
there was interest or support for the idea among the school
boards official that was there. We haven't really had an

opportunity to pursue it with other organizations.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time. Thank you, Senator Raikes, Senator
Schimek. Senator Schimek, you are now recognized to close on
AM2209, if you care to.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Mr. President and members. Senator
Raikes, I was giggling a bit because we've just had a big
discussion on this floor about the proper preposition to use,
and you just mentioned that (laugh) there was agreement
among...(laugh) I'm sorry, I've got the giggles...among the
school board official. And I'm thinking, that's an interesting
concept. Members, I don't know if this is the perfect solution.
I am looking for a solution. I really do like what we talked
about yesterday, and I think there may be some value in pursuing
that angle. I would presume that such a hot line would not be
housed in the Department of Health and Human Services at that
point. You would probably want to house it perhaps in the...at
the Department of Education. But nevertheless, I think it's a
concept worth pursuing. I would like to read to you now that
letter that I got from that teacher. And he is arguing that we
keep the present language in statute. And again, I couldn't
agree more, but sometimes political reality doesn't allow that.
He says, I watched some of the abortion debate yesterday on TV.
I support your efforts to keep students informed. You may or
may not know this, but many of the more conservative school
districts have actually skirted the student info law over the
years. In our district, I can only remember once that we
actually handed written info to students. And of course,
wvhenever the word "gay" or "abortion" is mentioned, several
right-wing fanatics come out of the woodwork. However, our
district, upon advice of the school attorney, did this: They
framed a shortened version of what we are supposed to tell
students, and hung it in a very obscure corner of the school
library. They even moved a potted fake tree into the corner to
further make the info hard to see. A student would have had to
have stumbled onto it to see it. I teach a unit on abortion law
in my government class, and my students have a good laugh each
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