TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
January 28, 2004 LB 656

one in Nebraska we visited, not meaning that we couldn't do a
better job in Nebraska or maybe that one was run better than
some. The morale was a vast contrast too. 1 talked to one lady
just privately and I said how did she feel about the management
and things like that, and she said, well, I can't believe that I
get paid for this job because I feel like we can accomplish so
much. And she was one working in the juvenile part of it and
what they was doing to those kids, and this was a private
managed. And I guess I just feel like that maybe we should have
that option. I'm not sure that Grand Island or Hall County is
even going to go that way. They are in the process right now
of, I think, the...of drawing up the plans, and I'm not sure
where they are in the bid letting, but I think that...and not
necessarily that they're even going to go the option of a
privately managed, but I think that should be available. 1
think it could be run very well. I do believe that if we do
have private management that we need to stipulate that they
abide by all the regulations and the rules, what the same as
what our state-run operations are. And I don't know that I see
that in the bill, but we need to make sure that they abide by
the same regulations that we do and rules. But I think it can
be done very well. One thing, when the privately was built and
managed and everything, it took no tax dollars. The city that
it was built in was not obligated to anything. The privately
managed operation was able to operate because of, on the INS
facility, that the money that they got from the federal
government for each prisoner. But I think it can be done and 1
think it's going to be operated very well, and I know that there
are other opinions that maybe think we shouldn't start down that
path, and maybe they're legitimate, but I really feel
comfortable with just what I've seen in the operation of this
one in Texas, or these couple in Texas. So with that, 1I'll
conclude and thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Kremer. Senator Schimek,
on the Chambers motion.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, thank you, Mr. President and members. I
rise, I guess, for a point of information. I'd like...I'd like
to just share with you a couple of things. First of all, the
private prison bill was LB 85, which we passed in 2001, and I
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