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Common Cause, because (laugh) they certainly regard my ef fort
with regard to this bill as wrong. I respect that. Nr. Gould
and I actually have a very hind of pleasant and respectful
conversational relationship. And I want to be absolutely clear,
I have a number of friends who are going to oppose me on this
hill. You know, this is a disagreement about the substance of
something, and that's all. I want to tell you a story about
this law to begin with. It's a law with noble ends. L. t me
tell you what the law itself says. Th1s is the language that
we, through our predecessors here in the body, for and on behalf
of the people, adopted as the findings. There is a compelling
state interest in p reserving the integrity of the electoral
process in state elections by ensuring that these elections are
free from corruption and the appearance of corruption. That's a
noble end. It's a high-minded goal, and one with which we would
• ll agree. But, as they sometimes say, there is the rest of the
story. This is what this law has done. It took $125,000 of
public money that legally and constitutionally ought to h ave
gone to the school children of Nebrasha, and gave it to one
candidate for public office. It did this because one candidate
Rnew how t o play the game. She was an insider. And her
opponent was not an insider and did not hnow how t o play the
game that this law creates. In fact, her opponent did not even
have the money that was reguired to be the trigger for the law
to do what it did. This candidate then used that money to win a
primary, and got e lected, and took an oath of office, and was
serving the people until such t1me as she resigned in disgrace
following a report that appears to only scratch the surface of a
regime of unparalleled incompetence, ignorance, arrogance, and
criminality. The only instance of, guote, success of the
Campaign Finance Lim1tation Act, the only time in which it
supposedly ensured that the electoral process is free from the
appearance of corruption, the only time, the only time was when
it provided 4125,000 to bring about the election of Lorelee Byrd
as Treasurer of the great state of Nebraska. And that's the
first part of the rest of the story. LB 762 would repeal the
Campaign Finance Limitation Act outright, and eliminate
references to it in th e s tatutes. As I' ve noted, the
motives...my motives behind the CFLA, a s we will refer to it,
the motives behind CFLA are ho norable. I mean that. I ' m
repeating it. I have a great deal of personal respect for
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