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certain right that other employees do not have as a condition of
their employment. I support things like that. In fact, I got a
bill through this Legislature which gave all teachers the right
to have access to their personnel file. They didn't have that
right and no senator ever thought to do it, but I did. So on
those things there is not disagreement that I have. You have
boilerplate here. You have micromanagement here. You are
saying that, regardless of the most effective methodclogy for
conducting interrogations, the Legislature is going to say do it
differently, but they wouldn't put this kind of stuff in law and
say this is how a criminal defendant should be interrogated. My
snitch bill is different because the snitch is the one who's
going to come forth and try to have somebody punished by the
state. It's not the snitch being punished. It's not giving the
snitch a right. It's saying that when an individual whose
credibility is undermined from the very beginning by virtue of
the status he or she operates, there are certain requirements
that will have to be met before the court is going to allow such
a person as that to participate in the majesty of a judicial
proceeding. We're talking here not about snitches. We're not
talking about whistle-blowers. We're talking about cops who,
themselves, are investigated for wrong conduct. Everybody knows
about the thin blue line, the code of silence. It's not likely
that cops are being abused or mistreated by the way they're
interrogated. Some who have gone to these interrogations have
told me that when a tape recorder is on, the interrogator will
ask a gquestion and give the signal that nothing should be said
by way of an answer, and that doesn't show up on the tape. And
if you have any cops you can talk to, ask them. They can
circumvent the things that are in place now that are designed to
protect the public. So it is my intent to fight this bill tooth
and nail. What Senator Landis, Senator Bourne and others are
talking about is putting the bill in a shape where they can get
a cloture vote for it, but they're going to have to do it on
Select File also. Now, there are other bills that have been
slowed down, but I wasn't the one who had to do that alone, but
I participated. Senator Foley had made a comment that they hear
threats like that around here every day, as though they didn't
need to be taken seriously. Well, how many significant bills
have we processed? And one dear to Senator Foley's heart
yesterday went down in flaming ruin, because they don't know
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