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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Madam President, members of the Legislature,
as far as Senator Landis went in articulating my position, I
would give him an A. But when I started, I pointed out that we
don't write into the constitution protection for teachers. I
would oppose that. We don't put those protections for
firefighters, and they have complaints brought against them, by
the way. We don't put it there for parole officers or probation
officers, all of whom are in positions to be falsely accused,
but none of them have the power of these cops. None of them are
in a position to call in chits, like cops can, who might be
available to provide him or her with an alibi; or to intimidate
somebody who otherwise might come forth. And many of my
colleagues are so naive, they don't think cops do these things,
but if they'd watch television they'd get an education and they
would know. That's why some of my colleagues are afraid.
They're afraid of cops. But I want them to know, as they know
already, I'm not at all afraid of anything they can do to me,
try to do to me, or threaten to do to me. And that goes for
anybody else too, but nobody else has the discretionary
authority to kill me and get away with it like the cop does.
Senator Landis, and nobody else, has brought in a bill to write
into the statute everything that a particular group of employees
would want written into the statute, and that would be the
minimum. Nobody that I'm aware of has brought a bill in here
and said it would trump any collective bargaining agreement
which did not say everything that is in this piece of statute.
Why would a union, and why should a union, waste its time
negotiating? Because if there's nothing in the contract about
these things, the statute puts it there. And I've heard people
come to the Business and Labor Committee when there were certain
things that the railroad workers were trying to get, and they'd
say, in their sanctimonious way, well, we believe that
collective bargaining ought to handle that. And I'm not aware
of any employee group other than the cops, in their arrogance
and intimidating stance, coming to the Legislature and saying,
put something into the statute that trumps any collective
bargaining agreement, and that's what this does. This bill does

not mention the term collective bargaining agreement. The
lobbyist was clever enough to not call that to anybody's
attention. So, in the 1lines that Senator Mossey quoted,
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