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January 23 , 2 00 4 LB 304

on January 13 of last year, referred to the Judiciary Committee.
That committee reports the bill to Oeneral File with no
committee amendments.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Synowiecki, you' re reco9niaed to open
on LB 304.

SENATOR SYNOWI ECKI: Thank yo u, Sena t o r Cudaback .
Nr. President, members of the Le9islature, LB 304 is the Peace
Officer Employer-Employee Relations Act. It is an act t hat
would provide due process riyhts to Nebraska peace officers
investiyated by their employers for conduct that may result in
administrative sanctions. Th ese ri9hts would not apply to any
criminal investi9ations. By passin9 LB 304, Nebraska would join
23 other states that currently have some form of a law
enforcement officer's bill of r i9hts. The st ates in the
Sth Circuit that have implemented this leyislation are Arkansas,
Illinois, Nissouri, and Ninnesota. Police officers from across
the state ask for your help in providin9 very basic due process
ri9hts when adminijltrative invest19ations are undertaken. Given
the critically uniyae duties and responsibilities of p olice
officers within our society, the fact that they are charyeR with
the duty to search, arrest, and detain, they are eaposed, more
so than any other profession, to unsubstantiated alle9ations of
misconduct. There are 93 sheriff's departments in Nebraska, and
only 23 o f the 93 have over 10 officers on their departments.
Only 10 o f th e 93 have formal employment contracts that
i ncorporate an office@'s bill of ri9hts. There are 200 city
police departments in Nebraska, and only 48 of the 200 have over
10 officers on their departments, and only 27 h ave employment
contracts. LB 304 seeks to set a statewide benchmark s .andard
for all law enforcement a9encies across the board, to ensure
that police officers receive procedurally fair treatment in
administrative investiyations. Th ank you, Senator Cudaback.
And I believe I have an amendment that essentially replaces the
hill, and hopefully we can consider that amendment. Thank you.

SENATOR CODABACK: Th ank you, Senator Synowiecki.
i nt roduced. ) N r . Cl e r k.

ASSISTANT CLERK: Nr . President, I have a series of amendments
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