TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOOR DEBATE
January 22, 2004 LB 602

haven't spoken on this issue in the last couple of days, and I
know it is a very difficult issue for everyone in here, and I
know that there are a lot of people out in the 1lobby who are
working this issue. But I hope that we make our decisions on
this issue based on what, to the best of our ability, what we
think is right. I don't think there is anybody in this body who
has said they're in favor of human cloning. I haven't heard one
single person say that, so I think we can all agree on that part
of the bill. The part of the bill that is so troubling is the
bill that involves research, and you've heard wonderful debate
on that, but I'd like to follow up a little bit on what Senator
Don Pederson said and say...and ask all of you, how many here
got their degree in science? I know there's a few, not very
many of us. I know I didn't do very well in biology. That's
one of the main reasons I didn't get up and speak a lot on this
bill. How many of us in here, let me ask a second question, how
many of us in here have gone to seminary or have a degree in
theology? There are a few of us, I know that, but most of us
probably never even had a class in theology. We have our own
personal beliefs, but have we ever been in a position to really
examine our own personal beliefs like Senator Lowen Kruse was
just mentioning that they were encouraged to do in theology?
How many of us in here is an ethicist, if I can...I can't say
that. How many of us? How many of us have really had training
in the study of ethics? I don't know a single person in here
who's had that. The point I'm trying to make is, are we really
in a position to make this very, very important decision on
which the public...the public is very, very divided? And I'm
not sure that we are. Now, I know that the university has
studied this issue. I know that there's nothing codified on any
of the discussions or decisions that they've made so far. I
know that it's probably an ongoing discussion and I think that's
really...I think it belongs in a setting in which you have all
three of these disciplines engaged. And so I would like to
suggest to you that perhaps we ought to have some way of
establishing that kind of a panel or that kind of a group that
would study this in detail and in depth, and be able to focus
entirely on this issue. Those of us in here are focused on a
hundred different issues and our time is limited. I'm not sure
that we should be making this decision for everybody in this
state who have very diverse and wide opinions on the question.
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