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Thompson mentioned earlier that she had a concern about the "any
product derived from" clause on the second page of the bill.
And I will assure you that it is my twofold effort to make sure
that we amend that out to hopefully alleviate your concerns.
I'm not sure if that will bring you on board or not, but
certainly I want to be sensitive to that issue. And I also want
to continue from when I spoke earlier about the article from the
Center for Bioethics and Human Dignity--it's not an arm of a
church; in fact, it has an affiliation with the Mayo
Clinic--where they said, we believe that harms...that the human
harms cloning would bring to medicine would exceed the

anticipated benefits. And it's easy to say that right now,
because the benefits from therapeutic cloning are approximately
zero. They go on to say that human cloning would signify an

egregious disrespect for personal autonomy. And we can go into
the science of all this, and I think we can pretty much all
agree on the science of the somatic cell nuclear transfer, and
when you need an egg, and you take an enucleated egg and another
cell and basically swap out the nucleus, and then bring about an
embryo. The embryo produces the stem cells. Stem cells are
what everyone is after, saying that they're much more flexible
than adult stem cells. And adult stem cells doesn't mean a cell
from a person older than 18; it means...adult means any cell
from someone following the exit from the birth canal. The
issues that we look at...I mean, it concerns me a little bit
when the rhetoric hypes up and says that LB 602 is a ban on
knowledge. That's not what it's about. Let's keep to the issue
at hand here. Nowhere does it ban knowledge. In fact, it
promotes research in multiple directions. Right now...and the
opponents of LB 602 want to head down one road for research, and
I submit that LB 602 would force more roads to be built along
the way of research. And I have stacks and stacks of paper
here, and I don't want to bore anyone, but there are many, many
secular arguments that are made, such as the one from the
affiliates of the Mayo Clinic, that say they believe the harms
human cloning would bring to medicine would exceed the
anticipated benefits. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK : Thank you, Senator Smith. (Visitors
introduced.) Mr. Clerk, messages, announcements, reports?
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