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that. We also hear about a moral principle floating around
there. It is my observation it is the moral principle that's
really driving this and putting the political dust in the air,
and that moral principle is deeply flawed. If we're going to
talk about it, we need to recognize its flaw. That will be the
next time I'm wup. It's getting a little bit deep in cells
around here, so I'm going to try to talk on a more plain level,
where the rubber hits the road, on a personal level. Our son
Doug has a severed spinal column. It is broken, cut apart,
between his shoulder blades. And it will not heal. Spinal cord
will not regenerate in Doug, or on any of you, because you're
too old. Prebirth, the spinal cord will regenerate. If a
fetus' spinal cord is cut, it will heal itself. But something
happens in about the time of birth that is a great mystery. And
I hear comments about the mystery of life. And I want to state
right here, I don't have any feelings against anybody who is
debating within this thing. I'm glad we're debating. It's time
to debate about life and to look...recognize the mystery of
life. This is an awesome thing. But we don't know that much
about those cells. And it is essential to Doug's healing that
we learn more about it. What we will learn will be, as Senator
Friend picked up from an article, serendipitous. If we take any
of the cells off the table, we are limiting serendipity. We
need to know more about cells. And all this talk about various
kinds of cells is really, for me, quite beside the point. Doug
needs healing. It will be his cells that are regenerating, not
somebody else's. It is outrageous to tie this with abortion.
It is offensive in the extreme to say that he is anti-life, or I
am anti-life as I join with him or anybody else. This is not
the guestion that is before us. We are looking for 1life, for
renewed life. This is not about abortion. It's not about the
taking of life, but the...nor is it devaluing life. It is
lifting up the importance of life. A fertilized egg, we all
recognize, I certainly recognize, is the beginning of life.
That's not what we're talking about. We are talking about cell
research. Cells are valuable. I am glad that we have persons
that are going to do the research. I'm glad to have persons
lifting up the value of life. I wish that sometime we could
talk about this without shouting at each other, because there is
much mystery here, and if we all got on the same side of it, we
could lift up the value of life and thereby help some in our
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