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interesting positions on this issue, which definitely does
include the debate today. And I would like to read with you
some of the issues that they pointed out. First of all, it
says, in fact, the current University of Nebraska policy
prohibits therapeutic cloning. September 7, 2001, the Board of
Regents of the University of Nebraska formally endorsed the
recommendations of human stem cell research. So here's what
their policy stated, and this is what the University of
Nebraska's now official policy is. Quote, the University of
Nebraska should not conduct research involving the duration or
use of human embryonic stem cells from embryos produced using
somatic cell nuclear transfer. Recommendation number three.
Here's recommendation number two. Quote, the University of
Nebraska should not conduct research involving the derivation of
human embryonic stem cells from embryos produced solely,
produced solely for research purposes using in vitro
fertilization. Also, the committee's report says this. Quote,
the committee adhered to the recommendations of the National
Bioethics Advisory Commission regarding the sources of human
embryonic stem cells. Cells the University of Nebraska should
utilize: human embryonic stem cells from the embryos made solely
for research purposes are rejected, as well as human embryonic
stem cells from embryos produced using somatic cell nuclear
transfer, i.e., cloning. Comes from page 11 of their
recommendation. So what are we as a body being asked to do?
We're being asked to simply take what the University of Nebraska
Board of Regents has adopted as their public policy. I think
that's a realistic goal. I don't think that in any way shows
that the Legislature has shown any disdain or lack of interest
in the discussion in the society about this issue, whether it be
pro or con, benefit or drawback. I don't think that does any of
the sort. What we are doing today is recognizing the work done
by many individuals. Granted, it came out of the research done
on previous bills that have come before this Legislature.
However, the group stepped into the next boundary,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR ERDMAN: ...and has said, we're going to take a position

beyond this, but it also includes cloning. Here's why I think
this also needs to be done from this...from the Legislature. We
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