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If it had been my decision, I wouldn't have scheduled it. I
don't pick and choose the order of bills; the Speaker does.

Speaker selected this bill as our third bill of the year. I
think everybody in this body knows I fought this bill last year;
don't 1like it. But again, I didn't pick the order. There's
been a suggestion here that I'm going to do...I'm going to
dominate the session. Well, that's...that's nonsense. That's
nonsense. I think most of you know how I operate. I tend to be
one of the more quiet members of the body. I sit back, 1

listen, 1 study, I ask questions and I vote, and occasionally
I'll engage in debate if I think I can be helpful to moving
something along. I haven't abused the process here. 1've been
very fair about all this. I've offered what I think is a very
reasonable compromise, very reasonable compromise. Senator
Brashear and I talked through a hypothetical about the killing
of a child the day after birth versus the day before birth.
That's what this amendment addresses. It makes sure that our
hate crimes statute, if you so choose to advance this bill, it
makes sure that statute is in harmony with previous work
overvhelmingly approved by this Legislature. That's what's
before us. Senator Bourne, I think one other senator, 1I've
forgotten who it was, suggested maybe the better approach is to
offer separate legislation rather than trying to fix this bill.
Well, that's a thought. That's a thought. What I may do is
take you up on that offer and sit down with Senator Brashear,
see if we can't craft something that will take care of my
concerns here. I think what I'll do is offer a bracket motion
to bracket this bill for a week. That won't kill it. We can
come back in a week.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR FOLEY: We'll bracket this bill for a week or so, give
us a chance to sit down with Senator Brashear, see if we can
find an amendment to this bill. If we can't, I do have the
option of offering legislation. There's still time for that.
And just to show him that I'm operating in good faith here. I'm
not trying to gum up the works. I didn't select this order of
bills. It's just the way it happened to work out this year.
Mr. President, I'm going to withdraw AM2082 and move to the next
motion.
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